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Pasta Shelf, RCHA’S New Tenant, Proves Very Popular 
Pasta Shelf, with a successful 

restaurant in the west end of 

Kingston, has achieved 

overwhelming success after 

opening in its newest location 

downtown on the ground floor 

of the RCHA Club building.  

 

The newly decorated location 

is attractive and inviting; the 

food is excellent and 

reasonably priced. The patio 

has been full all 

summer as is the 

restaurant inside. 

Take out is 

popular as 

customers line up 

to pick up their 

orders. The menu 

boasts a true 

Italian experience 

with pasta made 

perfect. The menu offers many 

choices from appetizers to 

homemade pasta and sauces 

to go. Included in choices are 

soups, salads, sandwiches, 

pastas and gourmet pizzas--

eat in or take out. Food can 

be ordered from the 
Standeasy, on top floor of the 

RCHA Club, and enjoyed in 

one of the two Club rooms with 

a beverage from the 

Standeasy bar. Personally, I 

have enjoyed the Pasta Shelf’s 

delicious food on two 

occasions this summer. Come 

out to the RCHA Standeasy 

Bar for great entertainment five 

evenings a week and enjoy 

excellent music, cold 

beverages, friendly ambience 

and delicious food. 

 

To The RCHA Club Board, Members, Musicians & Friends of the RCHA Club 
I will no longer be doing the 

RCHA Life & Times newsletter. It 

was a labour of love to create 

and produce the newsletter, 

initially on a monthly basis, and 

then on a quarterly basis. As a 

published journalist and 

marketing and promotions 

specialist, the job suited me to 

a ―T‖. I took most of the 

pictures then wrote and 

edited the content or edited 

copy written by others with the 

help of a graphics expert, 

Heather Wagner, formerly of 

DigiGraphics; we were able to 

put out a great four page 

newsletter for members and 

friends of the Club to enjoy 

and stay informed. It was a 

great promotions tool as our 

Club struggled to get back on 

its feet.  



The Club is going strong after 

its predicted demise last April. I 

was proud to be a part of 

helping as many other 

volunteers who have utilized 

their special skills and talents 

have done. I thank all those for 

the positive feedback and 

support of my efforts through 

providing the newsletter and 

other promotion materials. 

Kevin Brown was a great 

source of inspiration and 

support and I have truly missed 

him (watch for the article in 

this newsletter about his 

wedding by Sue Dougherty). 

Additionally, he volunteered to 

print the newsletters which 

helped save the Club money. 

There have been many very 

successful events held at the 

Club to help the bottom line. 

Memorable events such as 

Oktoberfest, the Halloween 

costume party, Christmas and 

New Year’s Dinner and Dance 

all thanks to dedicated efforts 

and hard work by Susie 

Edgecombe with some 

assistance from other 

volunteer helpers. Cori 

Mayhew and I were able to 

help with a Robbie Burn’s night 

and St. Patrick’s Day event 

Darrelle Cox did amazing work 

decorating for the events on a 

volunteer basis.  Chris Whyman 

and Carol Whyman plus others 

have taken the lead in the 

golfing, hockey, and ham and 

turkey shoot events to help 

keep the Club strong and 

sustainable.  

I wish the Club all the success it 

deserves in the future for the 

devoted and dedicated 

efforts plus hard work of Ken 

Edgecombe, Chair; Rod 

Matheson, Vice-Chair; Carol 

Whyman, Membership Chair & 

Secretary; Chris Whyman, and 

other Board members and 

volunteers and bar stewards. 

You have made the Club, 

especially the Standeasy, a 

warm inviting place to hang 

out. I am proud to be a 

member and will continue to 

help out with promotions when 

and where I am able with 

Beare, Promotions Chair, now 

taking the lead.  

Best always 

and thanks 

for your 

support,              

Linda   

  

 

                                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony & Jon play at The Club Tuesday          August 2011:   Limestone Bluesfest rocks at the RCHA      

 

Letters To The Editor 
Dear Board of Directors, Members and Friends of The RCHA Club: 

I wanted to express my 

gratitude to all of you for the 

hospitality and friendship you 

have offered so generously 

during my visits to your 

wonderful Club both before 

and since my return to 

Canada from the States. It has 

been a most welcoming 

place, a Club that I have 

looked forward to visiting with 

my sister, Linda Cameron, on 

each of my trips to Kingston. 

And to that I must add the 

good spirits (in both senses of 

that word) and the 

outstanding music that the 

experience has included.  

I have travelled rather widely 

in North America: let us say 

from New York to San Diego, 

and From Halifax to 

Vancouver and Victoria. I 

have to say, in all my travels, I 

have not encountered a spot 

and a group of people just like 

this one. The combination of 

conviviality and comradeship, 

the honouring of an important 

military tradition, the openness 

and inclusion of people, and 

the variety and quality of 

music is absolutely unique. The 

special events, such as 

Oktoberfest, have been 

specially celebratory and fun.  

I would be remiss not to thank 

a few people individually—but 

please, I do not know many of 



you yet and space here is 

limited, so I will mention only a 

few:  Frank, for his 

management of the musical 

offerings; Ken and Susie for his 

leadership and their friendship; 

Bobby and Cori and Jimmy 

Sinclair for their welcome—

and the rest of you for not only 

tolerating, but enthusiastically 

applauding my mangling of 

the Address to the Haggis last 

Bobbie Burns Day—true 

selflessness on your part 

indeed! I would also like to 

thank the groups, such as 

Agent Blue and Mojo Shooter, 

for the great music, played 

with such heart. 

I know it is not easy to keep this 

kind of non-profit organization 

on the road; I applaud you for 

doing so and encourage you 

to continue. The Standeasy 

and the organization behind it 

are both gems. Thank you for 

your work in creating a place 

where people can go and be 

themselves. We need more of 

this in the world.  

 

Yours truly,  

Peter Scott Cameron  

 

Chairman’s Communiqué by Ken Edgecombe 

―The Association has been 

dealing with a lot of issues the 

past couple of years but we 

are seeing some great 

progress. A lot of people are 

rooting for us and we should 

not let them down. We still 

need people to participate 

and sign up to help on various 

efforts. In many cases more 

hands mean less work.‖  

―I would like to thank the City 

of Kingston Council for their 

recent decision to provide us 

with a nine-year property tax 

exemption. This will help us 

tremendously as we continue 

to renew the Association, our 

building and activities.‖  

―I would also encourage 

everyone to attend the 

November 11 Remembrance 

Day ceremony at the 

Gunner‘s Memorial in City 

Park. It has become one of the 

largest ceremonies in the city 

and is our responsibility. 

Volunteer helpers are needed 

for that event.‖ 

―I would also like to thank Rod 

Matheson (our Vice-Chair) 

who has been doing great 

work painting, repairing and 

cleaning up after renos in the 

basement. The Club is starting 

to look a bit spiffier!‖   

―On a sad note Jack Watt, a 

long-term Club member 

passed away in May this year. 

Our condolences to the family. 

He will be missed.‖  

Ubique!

 

Membership Report by Carol Whyman 

Since the last newsletter in 

May, we are pleased to 

welcome the following 

individuals who have joined 

the  RCHA Brigade 

Association: Associates: 

Gerald Stoddard, Judy Hudon, 

Erin Burns, Janice Lumb, 

Richard Lumb, & Mark 

Whyman. As well as the 

following appointees of 

Bendale Property 

Management Corporate 

Associate: Robert Bennett, 

Cherylanne Bennett, Vince 

Bennett, Jack Dorey, Tim 

Doherty, Tony Doherty, Jessica 

Bennett, Roger Dorey & Marie 

Dorey.  

Please note that new 

applicants, who join the RCHA 

between now and the end of 

the membership year, 31 

October 2011, pay only the 

prorated fee of $25. Forms are 

available in the document box 

in the Club or from the Bar 

Steward.  

Renewals are due on 

November 1 and will remain as 

$100 for the membership year 

of November, 2011 – October 

31, 2012. Payment may be 

made with the Bar Stewards. 

We will also have a 

Membership table set up at 

the Club in the afternoon of 

November 11 for your 

convenience.  

The membership committee 

would like to identify 

businesses that might provide 

discounts and/or other 

benefits for our members & 

associates. Please let us know 

if you become aware of a 

possible business we could 

approach.  

(Editor’s Note: It is wonderful to 

have new members. 

Welcome! It helps revitalize the 

Club. However, that said, we 

need all members old and 

new to come out regularly to 

support events and to visit the 

Club to sustain it. It has been 

noted that more non-members 

or friends of the Club come out 

to regular entertainment 

weekends and special events 

than members.  The 

entertainment is exceptional 

five evenings per week. The 



Club’s ambiance is warm and 

inviting, and the bar stewards 

are friendly. Come out and 

support your Club to keep it 

going and growing! We look 

forward to seeing you there.  

Oktoberfest will be a sell out 

once again so get your tickets 

early. Darts and shuffleboard is 

starting again in the fall. Join 

your fellow members for fun 

and friendly competition.)

  

 

Entertainment Committee  
The entertainment committee 

will be meeting on a regular 

basis and would welcome 

your input. What type of music 

do you enjoy, suggestions for 

other groups, etc. Committee 

members are Frank Warnica, 

Chair; Frank Kenchington, 

Beare Weatherup and Carol 

Whyman 

 

 

Sports Report 
Darts: There will be three and 

possibly four dart teams 

playing at the Club on 

Wednesdays starting mid-

September. If you are 

interested in participating 

please leave your name with 

the Bar Stewards, in person or 

by phone. 

Shuffleboard: There are plans 

to start this up again. Several 

persons have expressed their 

interest. If you would like to 

participate you are invited to 

add your name to the sign-up 

sheet that will be displayed on 

the 3rd floor bulletin board. A 

day of the week is yet to be 

determined. 

 

To RCHA 2011 Golf Tournament Participants 
Many thanks to everyone for 

joining us at the Garrison Golf 

Course for a wonderful round 

of golf and great fun. We are 

also most grateful to our 

sponsors: Ray Molieson, Senior 

Cruise Tours, for the hole-in-

one prize of a Cruise (valued 

at over $9,000); George of 

Bubba‘s and Chris of Zappas 

for the great dinner they 

provided at the Club after the 

tournament; Those who 

provided prizes including: 

Tourism Kingston, Pasta Shelf, 

Steam Whistle and Mill Street 

Brewery.  

An RCHA Golfers e-mail list has 

been started; include your 

name and email address so 

that we can contact you 

about future RCHA 

Tournaments.  

If you wish to add anyone else 

to the list who may be 

interested in joining us and/or if 

you are not on our e-mail list 

for events in the Standeasy at 

the RCHA Club and would like 

to be, please notify Carol at 

whyman@kingston.net.  

 

Best regards,  

RCHA Board of Directors   

 

Reminders for Upcoming Events 

 Oktoberfest is coming 
Saturday, October 15 
Get your tickets early! Sold out last year! 

Watch for more news! 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  

VIA Rail Tickets Still Available! 

WIN a trip for two to Halifax by VIA 1 Sleeper.  

Tickets $5 or three for $10 

Draw will be held on Friday, September 30, 2011 



Poetry Corner By Cori  Mayhew 

 

Late August 
 

Out the kitchen window       

evening draws her night shades. 

The sky is clear, I  

am turning lights off, time for bed.  

The bay reflects rose beauty. 

Gleam of a single evening star as 

a prism, a luminous drop. 

Such clarity. I watch for a long time. 

My eye catches a large dark yellow globe.  

 

Promises of a full moon tomorrow.    

 

           
                          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vanguards of Autumn 
 

Soft yellow ribbons lay flat on the hillsides, 

reminders that harvest is done. 

Hay bales are moved with noisy machinery 

to store in sheltering barns.  

Asters by roadsides like lacy blue pinafores 

hang over green and gold gowns. They  

dance among grasses all drying to umbers 

and faded earth tones. 

Maples stand blazing in dresses of red, 

birches resplendent in tresses of ochre.                                        

Flashes in forests of blue and white wings, 

jays sound alarms of change in the air. 

Geese overhead in familiar vee forms 

migrate autumnal flyways.  

Shadows that lengthen in mid afternoon hold    

fingers of twilight coloured in mauves. 

Morning light‘s stunted within shortening days, 

a definite chill through our bones. 

People talk about wind, the weather, and winter.

Kevin’s Wedding as Written by Susan Dougherty 
The weather in Madrid was 

fabulous; early May and the 

sun shone with temperatures in 

the mid 20‘s. 

Kevin was 

beaming; Tona 

was glowing. In 

Spain, there is a 

definite 

separation of 

church and 

state. If you 

want a church 

ceremony, it 

must be separate from the civil 

ceremony. They were married 

in a church ceremony, with 

family only on the 3rd of May. A 

civil ceremony was done on 

the 4th of May for friends and 

extended families. It was 

conducted in Spanish and 

English. In spite of not being 

able to understand any of the 

Spanish, it was quite moving. 

(Yes, I cried!) The dinner and 

reception was — I 

can‘t find the words! 

The Intercontinental 

Hotel in Madrid 

provided a fabulous 

five-course dinner and 

Kevin did warn us not 

to eat after lunch. The 

reception went until 

3:00 in the morning, 

and would have 

continued if the staff hadn‘t 

decided that their day was 

done and they were going 

home. No one had left the 

party by the time the lights 

went up! Congratulations 

Kevin and Tona, I know that 

everyone wishes you all the 

best.   

(Editorõs Note: Kevin Brown 
is a former member of the 
RCHA Club and Board 
Member plus Promotionõs 
Chair. Kevin sent me the 
beautiful pictures of his 
wedding in Spain and 
honeymoon on the Greek 
Islands. Congratulations! May 
you have a long and happy 
married life, Kevin, my 
friend.



RCHA Life & Times 
More Newsé 

 

Bar Operations, Housing, & Historical Report by Rod Matheson, Vice-Chair 

 

Bar Operations 
The summer months have seen 

varied crowds attending the 

Club. Typically the summers 

are slow for 

patrons and so 

the income 

over the Bar is 

lower than 

most other 

months.  

Bar Price 

Review: The 

reality of 

operating a 

Club is that 

costs need to 

be covered. A price review 

needs to be an annual activity 

and is based on the Club 

needing to adjust prices to 

ensure that our costs are in 

fact covered. Price review 

and the inevitable increase in 

price of some of your favourite 

drinks is a necessary evil of 

operating a Club. The Board 

requests the all members 

appreciate that where there 

have been increases that 

those increases are necessary 

simply to cover the costs of 

offering a product.   

New Cash Registers: 

New cash registers 

have been 

purchased and are 

being phased into 

use ASAP. This will 

help bring our Bar 

Operations and the 

accounting process 

into this century.  

 

A Big Thanks to Tony Davis and 

Don Allan: The Board, on 

behalf of all members and 

guests, wish to extend a 

sincere thank you to both 

Tony and Don for their 

devotion to the Club 

through their many hours 

of volunteer work. 

 

Housing 
Slowly, but surely 

improvements are being 

made to our ‗Old 

Building‘.  

Recent Improvements: 

Painting of the foyer and 

the mounting of the Notice 

Board has finally been 

completed. The lower part of 

the stairway from the third to 

the second floor and parts of 

the second floor, Gunner 

Lounge/Museum and Darts 

area have been (and are still 

being) painted. The basement 

has been tidied up so that it 

now will be the Club‘s storage 

area. Maintenance of the 

building alone is a very 

demanding challenge in time, 

effort and costs. Nevertheless, 

there is still much to do.  
(Editor’s Note: A special thank 

you to Rod 

Matheson who has 

tirelessly offered 

time painting and 

maintaining the Club 

areas. We as 

members 

appreciate your 

efforts and 

appreciate viewing 

the excellent results 

and improvements that you 

have done to our Club.) 

No Smoking at the Main 

Entrance: The Board has 

decided to adopt a No 

Smoking Policy that applies to 

our main (Ontario Street) 

entrance. This will come into 

effect very soon. 

Larger Planned Projects:  The 

third floor washroom needs a 

professional diagnosis; the roof 

is a priority project for the Club 

and repainting of the second 

floor. 

 

Historical 
Remembrance Day 2011 is just 

over the horizon and so 

planning for the support of the 

event will start in earnest 

through September.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Club will need volunteers 

to assist with being ushers at 

the ceremony, decorating the 

Club, acting as hosts for 2 

RCHA Gunners, food servers, 

entertainment and a clean-up 

crew. Please consider offering 

your time and energy to the 

Remembrance Day 2011 

team. 


